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Where are all the (ex)president’s      men and women? 
was in charge of the committee that 
threw down the gauntlet. Zuma 
sat unmoved by his former ally’s 
dismissal. 

Malema then formed the EFF, 
which made its mission the dethron-
ing of Zuma. Malema, who once 
pledged to kill for Zuma was 
now calling him a constitutional 
delinquent. 

But he shocked his supporters and 
his allies in the EFF when he recently 
visited his former hero in an attempt 
to convince him to attend the com-
mission on state capture. The now 
bitter rivals were pictured having 
tea, with many in the ANC regarding 
Malema’s visit to Nkandla as oppor-
tunistic. His attempt to convince 
Zuma failed and the EFF leader has 
since remained relatively quiet about 
Zuma’s incarceration. 

Lindiwe Sisulu 
Sisulu has ambitions to become 
the ANC’s first female president. 
She has remained loyal to Zuma 
but some ANC insiders say that it 
is only because it is to her benefit. 
The off spring of ANC political roy-
alty, Sisulu has failed to convince 
the women’s and youth leagues, and 
much of the ANC’s elite, that she is 
the right person for the top job. 

Her alliance with the ANC’s sus-
pended secretary general, Ace 
Magashule, is viewed as convenient. 

Sisulu has also been considered as a 
candidate for the radical economic 
faction in the ANC for next year’s 
party elective conference. 

It was no surprise to see Sisulu 
embracing members of the dis-
banded uMkhonto we Sizwe Military 
Veterans’ Association (MKMVA), 
who had been camping at Zuma’s 
Nkandla home in a vainglorious bid 
to try to prevent his arrest. 

Sisulu needs all the help she can 
get to make it through the pearly 
gates of the Union Building. 

Zwelinzima Vavi 
Vavi led the charge in the labour 
union federation Cosatu against 
Mbeki. Cosatu and the SACP had 
long felt the frost of Mbeki’s policies. 

In 1996, propelled by Mbeki and 
his like-minded comrades, the ANC 
ditched its Reconstruction and 
Development Programme policy 
for the Growth Employment and 
Redistribution; Gear would annoy 
what Mbeki termed the “leftist” alli-
ance partners. Vavi and Nzimande 
favoured economic policies that 
pushed for redistribution and 
focused less on attracting foreign 
investment. It was this policy that 
catapulted a robust opposition 
against Mbeki in favour of Zuma. 

But Vavi’s marriage to Zuma was 
short-lived. He was expelled from 
Cosatu after triggering a revolt by his 

insistence that the ANC deal head-on 
with corruption in its ranks. 

Vavi later stated that he regretted 
standing behind Zuma. 

Tony Yengeni
If ever there was a president’s man, 
Yengeni would take first prize. He 
stood beside Zuma as a co-accused in 
the arms deal. He is the only politi-
cian who went to prison, although 
only for four months of his four-year 
sentence. 

Yengeni has been unrelenting in 
his defence of Zuma. He was 
one of only two NEC mem-
bers who stood beside Zuma 
at Nkandla on that fateful 
Sunday afternoon. 

Kebby Maphatsoe
The MKMVA and the 
women’s league are 
the two ANC struc-
tures that have 
defended Zuma 
over the years — 
to their own det-
riment . 

Maphatsoe 
mobilised his MKMVA 

members in defence of Zuma dur-
ing his trial in the high court in 
Pietermaritzburg. His members, 
under the stewardship of one Carl 
Niehaus with Maphastoe’s blessing, 
promised to defend Zuma and pre-
vent his arrest. 

The MKMVA’s rebellion against 
Ramaphosa, coupled with the associ-
ation’s unwavering support of Zuma, 
has led to its offi  cial disbandment by 
the party. 

Although Maphatsoe was not in 
attendance at Nkandla as 

the clock was ticking 
closer to Zuma’s incar-
ceration, he is a loyal 

soldier of the so-called 
radical economic 

transformation 
faction in the 

ANC. 
In several 

interviews 
Maphastoe 

has  warned 
that a civil war would 
erupt should Zuma 
be imprisoned.

Bathabile 
Dlamini
In 2007, the 
women’s 
league presi-
dent defended 

t h e  b o d y ’ s 

loyalty to Zuma when he appeared 
in court for rape. Dlamini led the 
charge from her base in KwaZulu-
Natal, where she enjoyed signifi cant 
support from the party’s structures. 
While secretary general of the wom-
en’s league she boldly told journal-
ists: “Those who feel the league 
should not have nominated him 
because of the rape case want us to 
be part of a kangaroo court. The case 
went to court and everybody knows 
the outcome.” (Zuma was acquitted.)

Members of Dlamini’s women’s 
league held placards that threatened 
the life of the woman who accused 
Zuma of rape. It was the same 
women who said the accuser should 
feel lucky to have been raped by such 
a handsome man.

Dlamini enjoys the support of the 
majority of the provinces although 
her support of Zuma throughout the 
Ramaphosa presidency has been of 
little consequence. 

In a letter written shortly after 
Zuma was taken to the Estcourt 
prison, she said his imprisonment 
is called extraordinary not because 
of anything he did, but because the 
laws were bent to achieve political 
ends against him. 

“Many years from now ... Zuma is 
going to remain a symbol of resist-
ance against that injustice,” she said. 

It is clear where Dlamini stands in 
relation to Zuma.
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Stand by your man: 
Jacob Zuma has 
managed to sweep 
many along with 
him over the years

A TRIBUTE TO OUR GREAT PATRON

DR ABE NKOMO

I
t is with deep sadness and a sense of 
collective loss that we announce the 
passing of one of our patrons, Dr Abe 
Nkomo. Dr Nkomo was a founding member 
of Kagiso Trust and succeeded the late 
Dr Beyers Naude as Chairperson of the 

board until 1994, when he joined the National 
Assembly.  

A passionate and tireless champion for social 
change, Dr Nkomo played an enormous role in 
deepening democracy. His resilience in fi ghting 
the injustices of the apartheid government will 
forever remain in our hearts and Kagiso Trust’s 
history. 

His support was manifold — both intellectual 
and personal. As we celebrate our 36th year 
milestone achievements, Dr Nkomo was, in 
every sense of the word, our patron, devotedly 
sharing his wisdom and providing a light to 
guide Kagiso Trust’s growth and success. 

His belief in building a prosperous, peaceful, 
equitable and just society saw us through 
many tough days. Dr Nkomo was larger than 

life. We remember him as ever humble and 
always gentle. His commitment to the poor and 
marginalised saw him living in Atteridgeville 
until the very end. He was a man of character 
who lived by high moral standards, and we 
know that his loss is felt in the same way in 
many other organisations he supported and 
worked with. 

Dr Nkomo was one of the most admired 
physicians in South Africa and the African 
continent, and was honoured with the esteemed 
Nelson Mandela Health Award. He was an active 
community leader in the health and wellness 
fi eld. The honourable Dr Nkomo also served 
as a Member of the National Assembly, 
where he was Chairperson of the 
Health Portfolio Committee. He 
also served as Ambassador to 
Malaysia and Canada. 

Our heartfelt condolences to 
the Nkomo family and friends. 
His generous spirit will be 
missed.


