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Salutations to
principals, teachers and 

learners on the frontline!

By Sunday 5 July 2020
1260 learners
2740 teachers 

infected

11 teachers  
3 learners 
have died 

Covid-19 Light the 
Solidarity Candle 



“Our minds are still racing back and forth, longing

for a return to “normality”, trying to stitch our

future to our past and refusing to acknowledge

the rupture. But the rupture exists. And in the

midst of this terrible despair, it offers us a chance

to rethink the doomsday machine we have

built for ourselves. Nothing could be worse than

a return to normality…….”
Arundhati Roy, April 2020



#wecannevergoback



#new-abnormal 

(McCulloch,2020)



growing #precarity

18 million South Africans live in the 

poorest 20% of households. 

20% of households had 

“inadequate” or “severely inadequate” 

food access 

( Stats SA 2018)



#COVIDinfections  #loss-of-life
#food-insecurity

#learning-loss
#loss-of-childhood-immunizations

#teenage pregnancies
#gender-based-violence

#school-drop-out
#mental-health-crisis



How do we ensure that our actions 

and strategies 

do not perpetuate inequality and 

deepening precarity?



#Opening-up-possibilities-for-learning



#Households as social 
spaces of learning in 

relationship to 
#schools-as-

community-hubs

From #classroom-as-
container

to



#Caring-Adults

Parents

Guardian

Uncles/ Boetas

Aunties

Older Siblings

Cousins

Zithulele, Willovale and Bulungula in Eastern Cape





Let’s discuss 

What are our experiences of engaging 

children in our homes?

What support do we need as caring adults?

(let’s also check our privileges)



#Caring-Teachers 

&

#Caring-for-our-

teachers

Source: VVOB Guidelines for Online & Telephone Coaching 
https://cambodia.vvob.org/en/guidelines/onlineandtelephonec
oaching

https://cambodia.vvob.org/en/guidelines/onlineandtelephonecoaching


Let’s discuss 

What are our experiences of how 

‘offline’ teachers are supporting 

‘offline’ children and parents remotely?



#Children as playing 

and making citizens 

Enable children’s 

agency, peer cultures 

and funds of knowledge



#Formal-and-informal-
learning

(See Isaacs, 2020)



Let’s discuss 

What are our experiences of children’s 

peer cultures, their working theories 

(Naude, 2015), their playing and making 

and how they learn about the curriculum 

under lockdown?



Source: d’Aiglepierre, Aubert & Loiret (2017)

Print 

SMS
WhatsApp
Flashdisks

Community 
Radio
& TV



#Pedagogy-of-care

Extending our circles of trust 
and #care for each other

#building-caring-learning-
communities

(Roberts, 2020
Fataar, 2020)

Noddings (2005 ): The challenge to care in 
schools: An alternative approach to education. 

(2nd ed.). New York: Teachers College Press.



Let’s discuss 

What experiences do each of us have of 

building a pedagogy of care in our homes, in 

our communities?



“Historically, pandemics have forced 

humans to break with the past and 

imagine their world anew. This one is 

no different. It is a portal, a gateway 

between one world and the next.”

Arundhati Roy, April 2020



Thank you, Ngiyabonga, Dankie, Ke a leboha

Shafika Isaacs
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