
 
 
Kagiso Trust and Cotlands launched exciting community initiative that will improve the lives of 
children in Zamdela, Sasolburg. 
 
Kagiso Trust and Cotlands launched an exciting community initiative, Zamdela Jamboree, at the 

community’s multipurpose centre on Wednesday, 9 October 2019. The objective of the event is to 

ensure we improve the lives of children in South Africa through improved co-ordination and collaboration 

with various government departments. An intersectoral committee was formed in October 2018 with the 

purpose to advocate for the importance of Early Childhood Development (ECD). The committee also 

provides an information-sharing platform for ECD centres and strategically increases access to play-

based services in areas where children have no access to learning opportunities. The committee 

consists of, but is not limited to social workers, town planners, environmental health practitioners, 

nurses, NGOs, local municipality, ECD training organisations, corporates, ECD centres and primary 

schools etc. Through the committee, we have arranged for five government departments to exhibit at 

the Zamdela Jamboree and promote their essential services to heads of ECD centres and parents. 

These services include helping ECD centres qualify for subsidies based on complying with the minimum 

norms and standards and assisting parents with registering birth certificates and child support grants to 

improve their family’s standard of living. Through intersectoral collaboration amongst various 

government departments and investors, the initiative will improve the referral system to benefit the well-

being of mothers and children. 

 

In a recent report titled, “South African Early Childhood Review 2019”, South Africa had poor service 

delivery standards for the following three key elements: 

1) nutritional support,  

2) support for primary caregivers,  and 

3) stimulation for early learning.   

ECD practitioners, parents, caregivers and children attended the Zamdela Community Jamboree to 

learn more about the essential public services that are available and how to make accessibility to these 

services easier for community members. At the Jamboree event, Kagiso Trust and Cotlands aimed to 

address some these areas of concern for parents, caregivers and heads of ECD schools. The day’s 

activities included: 

• Nutritional support advice informing ECD centres and parents how to provide a balanced diet 

for children. 

• Support for primary caregivers by promoting our parenting workshops and the free online 

training platform; Playsa.org. The aim was to get as many ECD practitioners and parents signed 

up to the free course to develop their knowledge and skills. 

• Stimulation of early learning for children by setting up a toy library with toy resources. 

Together we can nurture, protect and develop our children holistically and ensure we give them the 

best start in life.  
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About Kagiso Trust  
 
Kagiso Trust (KT) is one of South Africa’s leading development agencies working towards a prosperous, 

peaceful, equitable and just society. 

We work to overcome poverty by developing and implementing scalable, replicable, sustainable 

development programme models, in the areas of education development, institutional capacity building, 

socio-economic development and financial sustainability. Over the past 34 years, through collaboration 

with partners to fund programmes, our vested interest focuses on the social outcomes of disadvantaged 

communities. 

For more information visit our website https://www.kagiso.co.za/. 

 

About Cotlands 
 
Cotlands is a registered non-profit early childhood development organisation with a rich heritage of over 

80 years of experience in serving young, vulnerable children. Cotlands vision is to see children thrive 

in their pre-school years by increasing their access to play-based early learning opportunities. Cotlands 

provides scalable and cost-effective toy libraries and early learning playgroups targeted at children from 

birth to six years. The organisation also focuses on enabling parents and educating early learning 

facilitators on play based learning and best practice principles. Cotlands has regional offices in six 

provinces across South Africa (Gauteng, Western Cape, Eastern Cape, KwaZulu Natal, Mpumalanga 

and North West). 

 

About playsa.org  

PLAY, stands for Powerful Learning Around You. PLAY is a free in-service training course that 

complements existing and formal training and you can earn 15 CPD credits as set out by the South 

African Council for Educators in terms of section 5(b) of the South African Council for Educators Act 31 

of 2000. You can complete the PLAY online training in your own time and at your convenience. The 

courses are targeted at practitioners, Gr R – 3 teachers, childminders, day mothers, playgroup 

facilitators or anyone who implements programmes for babies and young children. PLAY is a 

partnership between the Department of Basic Education, UNICEF, Cotlands and the LEGO Foundation. 

For more information visit https://playsa.org  

 

mailto:natalie@cotlands.org
https://www.kagiso.co.za/
https://playsa.org/

